
> Deutsche Apotheker-und Ärztebank, better known as apoBank (www.apobank.de), 

is Germany’s largest cooperative bank with more than 300,000 customers, 50 branch 

offices and assets of 31 billion EUR (41 billion USD). apoBank provides comprehensive 

business management and financial services to individuals and organizations involved in social 

welfare occupations, including pharmacists, physicians, dentists and veterinary surgeons.

Success at a Glance

From its beginnings in 1902, when it was 

established as a self-help mechanism to assist 

pharmacists with obtaining favorable credit, 

Deutsche Apotheker und Ärztebank—or 

apoBank—has evolved into a large institution 

with thousands of customers and multiple 

product offerings. As the bank has matured, 

its data management and storage needs have 

become increasingly complex. To better man-

age its data at lower cost, apoBank adopted 

a modern information lifecycle management 

(ILM) strategy for its corporate data. Chief 

among its requirements were the ability to 

securely store and be able to trace corpo-

rate data, reduce backup times and simplify 

storage administration, in part by reducing 

the number of interfaces between the bank’s 

technical applications and the storage system.

apoBank selected Sun to help it develop an 

innovative ILM infrastructure that offers a 

high-performance, fully redundant storage 

solution with standardized interfaces. The 

bank’s storage area network (SAN)-based  

infrastructure comprises eight network  

switches with nearly 300 host ports. It  

incorporates two Sun StorageTek 9980 

systems, each with 14 terabytes of capacity. 

The tape drives and media for the bank’s 

existing Sun StorageTek L700 tape libraries 

were converted to current LTO 2 technology to 

enable apoBank to store up to 200 gigabytes 

of uncompressed data (native capacity) on 

each tape.

Sun StorageTek Storage Archive Manager 

(SAM) software provides apoBank with  

efficient data management and utilization  

via data classification, centralized metadata 

management, policy-based data  

management and long-term retention and  

recovery, a task that the bank previously  

accomplished manually. Sun StorageTek  

Operations Manager software enables 

apoBank to centrally administer and monitor 

all SAN components while Sun StorageTek 

Automated Cartridge System (ACSLS) Library 

Manager Software provides automated  

centralized control for more efficient use  

of the company’s tape libraries. Sun  

StorageTek 9900 TrueCopy software provides 

improved business continuity and recovery 

management to minimize downtime and 

help ensure nonstop access to data. Sun 

Professional Services was engaged for project 

management and implementation of the ILM 

infrastructure in concert with the bank’s  

partners. The entire storage solution is  

covered by SunSpectrum support.

With its Sun-based storage infrastructure, 

apoBank can more efficiently store its data 

while meeting its requirements for security 

and traceability. For the bank’s IT specialists, 

a key advantage of the new architecture is 

that it minimizes the number of interfaces  

required for document management,  

providing a single interface between the 

bank’s applications and its data archive. 

Backup times have also shortened thanks to 

increased throughput of the tape drives of 80 

Highlights

Business Issues: 
•	 Enhance the security and  

traceability of stored data

•	 Eliminate technical  
bottlenecks and shorten  
backup times 

•	 Simplify storage  
administration 

•	 Reduce archiving costs

Solution:
•	 To manage its corporate data,  

apoBank relies upon a Sun  
StorageTek information lifecycle  
management (ILM) infrastructure  
that includes a Sun enterprise  
disk storage system with remote  
replication, tape libraries and  
management software, all connected 
via a storage area network (SAN). 

Business Results:
•	 Improved data security and  

traceability by implementing fully 
redundant, mirrored system 

•	 Simplified storage solution by  
dramatically reducing the number of 
interfaces required for document  
management and storage 

•	 Faster backup due to increased  
throughput 

•	 Reduced backup administrative costs  
by automating disk and tape storage 
and retrieval

•	 Single staff member supports storage 
management and archiving of 150  
technical applications

•	 Improved ability to bill internal users  
for use of storage resources 

Products/Services/Solutions:

•	 Sun StorageTek 9980 System

•	 Sun StorageTek SAM-FS Software

•	 Sun StorageTek Operations  
Manager Software

•	 Sun StorageTek ACSLS Manager  
Software

•	 Sun Services

•	 SunSpectrum Support
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“The high efficiency and reliability 

of the Sun ILM storage solution 

allows the data management  

for more than 150 technical  

applications to be carried out by 

just one member of staff.” 

—Dr. Lars Knohl,
Deputy Divisional Manager, Informatics &  
Organization, Deutsche Apotheker und Ärztebank

megabytes per second. Automation  

of disk and tape storage retrieval has  

reduced administrative costs associated  

with controlling and monitoring the backup 

process. These features combined allow 

a single administrator to handle storage 

management and archiving of the bank’s 

150 technical applications. The solution also 

enables the bank to monitor storage use  

and carry out user-related billing,  

dramatically improving the transparency of 

its overhead costs.

© 2007 Sun Microsystems, Inc. All rights reserved.Sun, Sun Microsystems, the Sun logo, iForce, Java, Netra, N1, Solaris, Sun Fire, Sun Ray, SunSpectrum, Sun StorEdge, SunTone, The Network is the Computer, all trademarks 
and logos that contain Sun, Solaris, or Java, and certain other trademarks and logos appearing in this document are trademarks or registered trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States and other countries. 
Information subject to change without notice.  Printed in USA									         STSS13173-0

Sun Microsystems, Inc. 4150 Network Circle, Santa Clara, CA 95054 USA  Phone 1-650-960-1300 or 1-800-555-9SUN  Web sun.com

Customer Success: Financial Services 	 sun.com/customers


