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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
REDUCING POWER CONSUMPTION IN A
COMPUTER SYSTEM BY PLACING THE

CPU IN A LOW POWER MODE

This is a divisional of application Ser. No. 08/636,010,
filed Apr. 22, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 05,649,213, which is
a continuation of application Ser. No. 08/179,433, filed Jan.
10, 1994, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention is generally related to smaller computer
systems (such as workstations, personal computers, and
laptop computers) and more particularly to computer sys-
tems provided with power management capabilities.

2. Description of the Related Art

Personal computer systems are becoming ever-more pow-
erful. For example, there are laptop, notebook, and sub-
notebook computer systems that are every bit as powerful as
their desktop counterparts. Some desktop machines are
achieving the computational power of workstations made
just a few years ago, and workstations are now performing
computational tasks that were once in the domain of mini,
super-mini, and even mainframe computer systems.

The problems of power consumption and heat generation
have become of greater concern as ever greater computing
power is housed in ever smaller enclosures. In battery-
powered computers, such as notebook computers, sub-
notebook computers, personal digital assistants (PDA’s),
etc., power conservation is required to increase battery life
and thereby increase the period of time that the computer can
be used prior to recharging or replacing the batteries.

Desktop personal computers and workstations, on the
other hand, are typically not battery powered. However,
some form of power management is often still desirable.
One reason is that a typical desktop computer system can
consume several hundred watts of power per hour when it is
turned on, whether or not it is being used. This energy
consumption can be quite expensive, particularly in the
context of large companies and other institutions which may
have hundreds or even thousands of desktop computer
systems turned on both day and night.

Another reason that power management may be desirable
for desktop machines is that it is usually desirable minimize
the heat generated by such machines. The new generation of
high-speed microprocessors, often operating in a frequency
range of 50 MHz or more, generate considerable heat, which
must be effectively dissipated to prevent the degradation of
heat-sensitive components of the computer system. If power
consumption of the desktop computer system is reduced,
heat generation is reduced, thereby reducing the cooling
requirements for the computer system.

In the past, power consumption has been reduced by
reducing the clock rate of the central processing unit (CPU)
of the computer system. This reduces power consumption
because the amount of power consumed by a CPU is directly
related to the clock rate of the CPU. In one scenario, if the
computer system starts to overheat, the clock rate to the CPU
can be reduced, thereby reducing the power consumed and
heat generated by the CPU. Alternatively, the clock rate of
the CPU can be reduced when little or no CPU activity is
detected, or when the battery voltage drops below a prede-
termined threshold. or by explicit user command.

Such power conservation systems are adequate for stand-
alone computer systems, or for personal computer systems
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hooked together in simple networks. However, as will be
explained in greater detail below, such power conservation
techniques are not well adapted to UNIX-based network
computer systems that are becoming common in the indus-

UNIX-based computer systems are interrupt-driven sys-
tems where the computer normally exists in an “idle loop”
awaiting an event to be processed. If an interrupt is detected,
it is handled by the CPU before the system re-enters the idle
loop. A UNIX-based workstation such as a SUN SPARCs-
tation 2 workstation can have 15 levels of interrupts, num-
bered from 1 to 15, where the higher the number of the
interrupt the greater its priority level. As an example, if a
UNIX-based computer system is processing a level 2 inter-
rupt and a Jevel 10 interrupt is detected by the CPU, the level
10 interrupt task will be handled prior to the completion of
the level 2 interrupt task.

In FIG. 1a, a process 10 of a UNIX-based computer
system of the prior art is illustrated. This process 10 is often
referred to as the “UNIX kemmel”, i.e. is the basic, underlying
process of the UNIX operating system. The process 10
begins at 12 (typically with the power-up of the system) and,
in a step 14, the computer system is initialized. In particular,
the interrupt tables of the system are cleared and initialized.
After the initialization process of step 14, the interrupt and
direct memory access (DMA) capabilities of the system are
enabled in the step 16. Then, as illustrated at step 18, the
basic CPU functions are performed. Events that can change
or modify the normal flow of the CPU processing include
interrupts and DMA requests.

DMA requests are hardware-type events which are
handled by the CPU by methods well known to those skilled
in the art. However, the most common type of event in a
UNIX-based system is the interrupt event. The response of
the CPU to an interrupt during the “perform CPU function™
step 18 of FIG. 1a is illustrated in greater detail in FIG. 15.

In FIG. 15, process 18 begins at 20, and then immediately
enters an “idle loop™ comprising the “No Operation” (NOP)
step 22. The microprocessor will remain in the idle loop until
an interrupt 23 causes the microprocessor to jump to a
master interrupt handier 24. The master interrupt handler
determines the level of priority of the interrupt and hands it
to an appropriate handier such as handlers 25, 26, 28, 30, and
32. By way of example, 15 levels of interrupts may be
handled, ranging from a level 1 handler to a level 15 handier.
Each of the handlers is associated with a particular type of
function. For example, a “level 2" handler 26 is responsive
to dynamic system changes, such as the insertion or removal
of an Ethernet® cable. A “level 10” handler 30, in this
example, is a “housekeeping”™ handler which is evoked every
10 milliseconds to perform basic housekeeping functions
such as monitoring the scheduler queues, updating time-
dependent processes (such as a clock displayed on the screen
of the computer), etc. Other handlers can be used for the
input/output (referred to herein sometimes as ‘“VO” or
“peripheral™) devices of the system. Some handlers, such as
a “level X" handler 28 (where X is somewhere between 2
and 10 in this example), can be used to initiate user
processes. For example, the level X handler can be triggered
by keystrokes from a keyboard (a “level X interrupt™) and,
when arecognizable string is in an event queue, it can launch
a user routine or program. It is important to note, however,
after a handler has completely handled an interrupt
(including any chain of user or other system processes) that
the process control is returned to point A and the process 18
once again enters the idle loop.

As indicated by the broken-line arrows pointing to the
master interrupt handler, it is possible for a handler, such as
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one of handlers 25-32, to be itself interrupted and process
control turned over to the master interrupt handler 24. Any
number of interrupts are possible up to a maximum number
in an interrupt stack. After the handlers have completed their
handling of all stacked interrupt events, process control is
returned to point A and the process 18 once again enters its
idle loop.

FIG. 1c illustrates a typical handling of an interrupt
generated by an input/output (J/O) or peripheral device. The
process 35 begins at 36 with a detection of an interrupt from
a peripheral device and, in a step 38, the peripheral device
is set up. Next, in a step 40, the data is transferred. and the
process ends at step 42.

The difficulty in providing power management for a
UNIX-based computer system is that the system must
always be functional enough to quickly handle interrupts,
DMA requests, and the like. In the example given, a level 10
or “housekeeping” interrupt is generated by the hardware of
the system every 10 milliseconds, and must be handled in an
expeditious manner. Therefore, reducing the frequency of
the CPU clock would be a poor solution to the problem, and
completely turning off the CPU without providing for the
monitoring of interrupts and DMA requests could prove to
be disastrous for the system, causing a failure of the UNIX
kernel.

Despite the difficulty in providing power management for
UNIX-based computer systems, such management is highly
desirable. It is estimated that a typical small computer
system may be processing data less than 1 percent of the
time that it is turned on. In the case of the aforementioned
UNIX-based computer system, this means that the computer
spends most of its time in the idle loop comprising the NOP
step 22 of FIG. 1b. The performance of a NOP step con-
sumes just as much energy as steps having a useful purpose.
It has been estimated that as many as 500,000 NOPs are
exccuted between each level 10 interrupt of a UNIX-based
system. The execution of these NOPs therefore consume the
vast majority of the system’s power requirements.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a computer system with
power management that is particularly well adapted for
UNIX-type workstations. The method and apparatus of the
present invention monitors the system for interrupts and
direct memory access (DMA) requests generated while the
CPU of the system is in a low-power “standby” state, and
returns the CPU to an active state when such interrupts and
DMA requests are detected. The present invention therefore
provides power management in a UNIX-based computer
system in such a manner that the UNIX kernel is not
compromised by failing to properly respond to interrupts,
DMA requests. or other external events.

A computer system with power management in accor-
dance with the present invention includes a central process-
ing unit (CPU) and a power management circuit coupled to
the central processing unit. The CPU has an active mode
during which it is responsive to interrupts and direct
memory access requests, and a standby mode wherein it is
in a low power state and is not responsive to the interrupts
and direct memory access requests. The power management
circuit is operative to monitor the interrupts and the direct
memory access requests when the central processing unit is
in the standby mode, and causes the central processing unit
to enter the active mode upon the detection of an interrupt
or a direct memory access request.

A power management circuit of the present invention
includes a standby register having a content which indicates
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whether the CPU is to be in a standby mode or in an active
mode, logic coupled to the standby register to produce a
standby signal when the content of the standby register
indicates a standby mode, and to disable the standby signal
when the content of the standby register indicates an active
mode, an interrupt input, a direct memory access input, and
logic coupled to the interrupt input, the direct memory
access input, and the standby register which can force the
content of the standby register to the active mode upon the
detection of either an interrupt input or a direct memory
access input. The power management circuit also preferably
includes a number of device registers associated with a
number of peripheral devices, wherein contents of the device
registers control the power applied to the associated periph-
eral devices.

A method for managing the power consumed by the
central processing unit of a computer system in accordance
with the present invention includes the steps of providing a
CPU for responding to interrupts, direct memory access
requests, and a standby signal when in an active mode, and
providing a power management circuit for responding to the
interrupts and the direct memory access requests when the
central processing unit is in a standby mode to thereby cause
the central processing unit to re-enter the active mode. The
step of providing a power management circuit further pref-
erably includes providing a plurality of device registers
associated with a number of peripheral devices where the
contents of the device registers control the power applied to
the associated peripheral devices.

In another aspect of the present invention, a method for
managing power consumed by a central processing unit of
the computer system includes the steps of: (a) forcing a
central processing unit of a computer system to enter a
low-power standby mode; (b) monitoring the computer
system for external events to which the central processing
unit should respond; and (c) reactivating the central pro-
cessing unit to an active mode where said central processing
unit is capable of responding to the external events. In a
preferred embodiment of the present invention, the step of
forcing a central processing unit to enter a low-power
standby mode includes the steps of having said central
processing unit write a standby command to a standby
register of a power management circuit which functions
independently of the central processing unit; and having the
power management circuit enable a standby input of the
central processing unit.

An advantage of the present invention is that a power
management method and apparatus are provided which
reduce power consumption and heat in UNIX-based com-
puter systems without damaging the software kernel of
system. The present invention is well adapted for computer
systems making extensive use of interrupts and DMA
requests, and for systems which are a part of a high speed
network.

These and other advantages of the present invention will
become apparent upon reading the following detailed
descriptions and studying the various figures of the draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1a illustrates the operation of a prior art UNIX
kernel;

FIG. 1b illustrates a portion of the “perform CPU func-
tions” step 18 of FIG. 1a in greater detail;

FIG. 1c illustrates the handling of an interrupt from a
peripheral device in accordance with prior art methodolo-
gies;
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computer system with
power management in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 illustrates a process of the present invention for
managing power applied to peripheral devices;

FIG. 4 illustrates a process of the present invention for
forcing the CPU of the computer system illustrated in FIG.
2 into a standby mode, and for subsequently forcing the CPU
into an active mode upon the detection of an external event;

FIG. § illustrates the process performed by the power
management circuit illustrated in FIG. 2; and

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the circuitry of the
power management circuit of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1a, 15, and 1c were discussed with reference to the
prior art. In FIG. 2. a computer system 44 with power
management includes a CPU 46, random access memory
(RAM) 48, a direct memory access (DMA) circuit 50, a
power mapagement circuit (PMC) 52, and a slave input/
output (I/O) circuit 54. The various components of the
computer system 44 are coupled together with a number of
buses and lines including an SBUS 56, an EBUS 58, a
memory bus 60, an interrupt bus 62, a level 2 interrupt line
64, and a standby line 66.

The CPU 46 is preferably a single chip microprocessor
such as a SPARC® microprocessor designed by Sun
Microsystems, Inc. of Mountain View, Calif. or the equiva-
lent. The CPU 46 is coupled to the SBUS 56, the memory
bus 60, the interrupt bus 62, and the standby line 66. The
SBUS 56 includes a data (D) bus 68, an address (A) bus 70,
and a control (C) bus 72.

The CPU 46, when in an “active” mode, is responsive to
signals on its various inputs. More particularly, the CPU 46,
when in its active mode, is responsive to interrupts detected
on the interrupt bus 62. The interrupt bus 62 is a 4-bit bus
which allows 15 levels of imterrupts to be indicated. An
interrupt is detected when the value on the interrupt bus is
non-zero, i.e. the value on the interrupt bus is $1-$F, where
the “$” designates the hexadecimal system. A value of $0 on
the interrupt bus 62 indicates that there are no current
interrupts on the bus 62.

The CPU 46, when in the active mode, is also responsive
to DMA requests coming in over the control bus 72. The
control bus 72 is a 26-bit bus, where any one of five
designated DMA lines of the control bus 72 is used to
indicate to the CPU that a direct memory access is desired.

As used herein, interrupts and DMA requests are consid-
ered “external events” to which the CPU should respond.
They are external events because they are external to the
CPU (although they may be internal to the computer system)
and thus can arrive at a time that is unpredictable to the CPU.
Regardless of when they arrive, the external events should
be promptly dealt with by the CPU to prevent loss of data
and/or potential failure of the UNIX kernel.

When in the active mode, the CPU 46 is responsive to
these external events, i.e. it is responsive to both interrupts
and DMA requests. However, in accordance with the present
invention, the CPU 46 can be put into a “standby” or sleep
mode wherein it consumes very little electrical power and
during which it is not responsive to external events. This
standby mode is initiated when a standby line 66 is enabled
by PMC 52. As used herein. “enabled” means that a par-
ticular function is enabled. which may be indicated by either
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a logical high or a logical low on the line, depending upon
the conventions set by the system. The term “disabled”
refers to the opposite condition or logic state as “enabled.”
When the standby line 66 is enabled, the CPU finishes
whatever instruction it was currently processing. and then
inhibits internal state transitions within the CPU, which
greatly reduces power consumption. The internal CPU clock
typically continues, because stopping the clock can cause
restarting problems with SPARC CPUs. With other CPU
types, the power consumption can be reduced by slowing or
stopping the internal clock of the CPU. The implementation
of “standby” and “sleep” modes for CPU’s are well known
to those skilled in the art.

When the standby line 66 is disabled by the PMC, the
clock is restarted and the CPU 46 is made ready to execute
the next operation. As described previously, this next opera-
tion is typically a “NOP” operation, since the CPU 46 is
typically put into its standby mode when it is in the idle loop.
However, as will be discussed in greater detail subsequently,
the standby line 66 is disabled by the PMC (thereby putting
the CPU 46 in its active mode) when an interrupt or DMA
request is detected in the system 44. Therefore. upon
reactivation, the CPU 46 typically is called upon to handle
an interrupt or DMA request.

RAM 48 is coupled to CPU 46 by memory bus 60. As is
well known to those skilled in the art, the memory bus 60
includes its own data, address, and control lines. The RAM
48 serves as “scratchpad” memory for the system 44 and can
be accessed by the DMA circuit 50 through the CPU 46 as
the CPU 46 handles the DMA request generated by circuit
50.

DMA 50 has a variety of inputs including a SCSI input,
an audio input, and an Ethernet input. The unifying charac-
teristics of these inputs is that they are coupled to very high
speed devices which need rapid access to system resources.
Therefore, when DMA circuit 50 detects a request to transfer
data into system 44, or a request by the CPU to transfer data
out of the system 44 to one of these devices, a DMA request
is produced on one of the control lines of control bus 72, and
the CPU 46 enters a DMA handling mode. In this DMA
handling mode, the CPU 46 foregoes conventional
processing, and the DMA circuit 5 is allowed direct access
to systems resources such as RAM 48. In other words,
during a direct memory access, the DMA circuit 50 is in
control of the RAM 48 rather than the CPU 46. Conversely,
when data is being transferred out of RAM 48 to, for
example, the Ethernet, it is under the control of the DMA
circuit 50 and not under the control of the CPU 46.

The power management circuit (PMC) 52 is coupled to
the EBUS 58, the interrupt bus 62, the level 2 interrupt line
64, the standby line 66, and five lines of the control bus 72
of the SBUS 56. A major function of the PMC 52 is to
monitor the interrupt bus 62 for interrupts, and the control
bus 72 for DM A requests. Upon the detection of an interrupt
or a DMA request, the standby line 66 is disabled to
“awaken” the CPU 46 to its active mode such that the CPU
46 can handle the DMA request or the interrupt (i.e. the
“external event”).

Another function of the PMC 52, to be discussed in
greater detail subsequently, is to power off certain periph-
erals. To accomplish this task, various device registers
within the PMC 52 are written to by the CPU 46 to cither
power on or power off that device. As used herein, a
“register” is a storage mechanism capable of storing one or
more bits of information. In other words, a register can be a
single storage element (such as a flip-flop) or a series of
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storage elements assembled into a logical unit. Registers in
this preferred embodiment are preferably 8 bits wide,
although not all bits of each registers necessarily have a
function. The PMC 52 is operative to turn on or off periph-
eral devices such as the floppy drive via a power bus 59. For
example, the PMC 52 can indicate through power bus 59
that an EPROM, floppy drive port, serial port or battery
should be switched off, thereby conserving energy.

The slave IO circuit 54 is coupled to a number of
peripheral devices such as the EPROM, the floppy disk
drive, the serial port, and the battery monitor. When data
comes in from one of these peripheral devices, an interrupt
level (1-15) is generated on the interrupt bus 62 to alert the
CPU 46 (if it is active), or the PMC 52 (if the CPU is not
active). The CPU 46 (when activated) can then read data
from the slave IO circuit 54 via the SBUS 56.

In FIG. 3, a process 74 is illustrated to power on and off
peripheral devices. This process 74 is implemented on CPU
46 and is a modification of the process 35 illustrated in FIG.
1c. The process 76 is a “patch” which modifies and enhances
the functionality of the process 35 of FIG. 1c. Therefore, the
patched process 76 is called when there is a peed for a data
transfer between the CPU 46 and a peripheral device. The
process 74 begins at 76 and., in a step 78, thé CPU 46 writes
to an appropriate register of the PMC 52 to cause the
peripheral device to be powered on via an instruction over
power bus 59. Next, the peripheral device is set up in a step
80. It should be noted that this step 80 is the same step as the
step 38 of process 35. Next, in a step 82, the data can be
transferred. Again, this step 82 is essentially the same step
as step 40 of the process 35. Finally, in a step 84, the CPU
46 writes to an appropriate register of the PMC to power
down the peripheral device. The process 74 is then com-
pleted at 86

It will be appreciated, therefore, that the patch to process
35 of FIG. 1c which results in the process 74 of FIG. 3
causes a peripheral device to be powered up every time that
its device driver is called up, and causes the peripheral
device to power down every time that data transfer is
completed. In this fashion, peripherals are only powered
when they are needed, thereby conserving considerable
amounts of energy and also reducing heat generated by the
system.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process 88 running on microprocessor
46 which results in the microprocessor 46 entering the
standby state. The process 88 is implemented by a process
30'. which is a patch of the process 30 of FIG. 15. As it will
be recalled, the process 30 of FIG. 1b is a “houseckeeping”
process triggered by a level 10 interrupt on a regular basis,
e.g. every 10 milliseconds. The process 88 of FIG. 4 begins
at 90 and, in a step 92, the level 10 housekeeping chores are
performed. These are the same housckeeping chores that
were handled by the unmodified, unpatched level 10 handler
30 of FIG. 1b. Then. as a final step 94 in the patched process
30', the CPU 46 writes a standby bit to the PMC 52 to assert
the standby mode. As will be discussed in greater detail
subsequently, the PMC 52 responds to the writing of this
standby bit by enabling the standby line 66 as indicated by
the broken arrow 96. The CPU 46 then finishes any current
tasks and enters the standby mode as indicated by step 98.

The CPU 46 will remain in the standby state until the
standby line 66 is no longer enabled. Once the PMC 52
disables the standby line 66, as indicated by the broken line
100 in FIG. 4, the CPU 102 will exit standby and resume
processing. The process 88 is then complete as indicated at
to 104.
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It is therefore apparent that the patched process 30' of
FIG. 4 will cause the CPU 46 to go into a standby mode at
the end of every housekeeping cycle (i.e., every 10
milliseconds) unless some other process, interrupt, or DMA
request is being handled. This ensures that full power is
consumed by CPU 46 only when it is needed. In this standby
mode, with the internal clock turned off, the CPU consumes
a fraction of its normal energy consumption, e.g. <1% of its
normal energy consumption. When the CPU is reawakened
and put into its active mode as indicated by step 102 of FIG.
4, it would normally perform the next step pointed to by its
program counter. Since it entered the standby mode at step
94 of FIG. 4, which is after the completion of the normal
level 10 housekeeping chores of step 92, the next step would
be a NOP step 22 of the idle loop shown in FIG. 1b.
However, since the standby line is disabled when an
interrupt, DMA request, or other external event is detected,
the next step to be executed would be to handle the external
event. For example,. if an interrupt was the cause of the
reawakening of the CPU 46, the next step to be executed
would be the master interrupt handler step 24 of FIG. 1b.

In FIG. 5, a process 106 which is implemented by the
power management circuit (PMC) 52 is illustrated. The
process 106 begins at 108 and, in a step 110, it is determined
whether the standby bit of the PMC 52 is asserted. If it is not,
the process 106 goes into a wait state until the standby bit is
asserted. Next, in a step 111, the standby line 66 is enabled.
Next, a step 112 determines whether an external event is
detected within the system 44. If not, the process 106 once
again goes into a wait state awaiting an interrupt or DMA
request. Once an external event is detected, the standby bit
114 is de-asserted and the signal on the standby line 66 is
disabled in the step 116. The process 106 is then completed
at 118.

It is therefore apparent from the process 106 that the PMC
is only looking for external events when the CPU is in the
standby mode. Once an interrupt or DMA request is
detected, the CPU 46 is forced into the active mode to handle
the interrupt or DMA request. Since the CPU 46 triggers the
process 106 by asserting the standby bit in a step 110, the
CPU 46 is, essentially, in control of when it is to put itself
into the standby mode. Once in the standby mode, it is
unable to awaken itself, and relies on the PMC 52 to disable
the standby line 66 at the appropriate time to reawaken the
CPU 46.

In FIG. 6, the circuitry of PMC 52 is illustrated in greater
detail. The PMC 52 includes a decoder 120, an array of
registers 122, and an output multiplexer (MUX) 124. The
PMC 52 also includes dynamic system change (DSC) logic
126, and level 2 interrupt logic 128.

Four lines of the address bus of the EBUS are input into
the decoder 120 and are decoded (in this embodiment) into
one of eleven decoder output lines 130. These output lines
are used in conjunction with a “write enable” line WE to
allow data to be written into a selected register of the register
array 122, Of course, a four-line address bus can address up
to 16 registers, so the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6 has
an excess capacity of an additional five registers, which can
be used for additional peripherals.

The register array 122 includes an idle register and a
number of peripheral or I/O registers. The idle register
includes a bit that is used to put the CPU 46 into its standby
mode. The currently used peripheral registers include a
keyboard register, a mouse register, a power latch register,
an Ethernet register, an SCSI register. a serial port register,
an audio port register, an ISDN register, an analog-to-digital
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(A/D) control register, and a test register. Of course, addi-
tional registers or different registers can also be provided.

Multiplexer (MUX) 124 receives inputs from a number of
buses 132 coupled to the various registers of the register
array 122, These busses are typically as wide as the registers
which, in this embodiment, are 8 bits wide. The EBUS
address lines are input into MUX 124 to select one of the
buses 132 connected to one of the registers of register array
122 for output on an output bus 134. This output bus 134 is
coupled to the EBUS data lines by an eight-bit tri-state
buffer 136, which is only active when the register array 122
is not write enabled. The EBUS data lines are also coupled
to the register array 122 by an eight-bit tri-state buffer 138,
which is enabled by the write enable (WE) signal.

The dynamic system change (DSC) logic 126 is used to
detect a change in the system during system operation. For
example, the power switch, if flipped, will create an input to
the DSC logic 126. Likewise, if an Ethernet cable is plugged
in or removed, an input will be made on the TPEIN input
line to the DCS logic 126. Other dynamic system changes
can also be monitored by the DSC logic 126 as indicated by
the “other” input. It is useful to monitor these dynamic
system changes from a power conservation point of view,
because they can affect system power consumption. For
example, if an Ethernet cable is removed, a bit in the
Ethernet register is set. This bit can be read by the system,
which knows that it can then remove the drivers for that
Ethernet cable, thereby saving power.

The interrupt logic 128 monitors the registers of register
array 122 that correspond to level 2 interrupts. If a bit is set
in one of those registers to indicate a level 2 interrupt, the
logic 128 enables the level 2 interrupt line 64.

As is apparent from the figure, a register of register array
122 can be written to over the EBUS data line by enabling
the write enable WE and addressing the appropriate register
over the EBUS address bus. A register of the register array
122 can be read on the EBUS data bus by disabling the write
enable WE and placing the desired register address on the
EBUS address bus.

One of the 8 output lines of the idle register is the standby
line 66. The standby line 66 is therefore associated with one
bit (the “standby bit”) of the idle register. This standby bit is
set by the CPU 46 when it wishes to enter the standby mode.
The standby bit is reset by the output of an OR gate having,
as inputs, the 5 DMA request lines and the 4 interrupt bus
lines. If any one of these lines is enabled, an “external event”
has occurred, and the standby bit is reset. This causes the
standby line to be disabled, and the CPU to awaken to its
active mode.

A power bus comprises a number of lines coupled to a
single “power bit” line of each of the device registers. When
a power bit of a device register is set (by the CPU as
previously described) the line is enabled and an associated
peripheral device is powered off. When the power bit is
reset, the associated line of the power bus §9 is disabled. and
the power to the associated peripheral device is enabled.

While this invention has been described in terms of
several preferred embodiments, there are alterations,
permutations, and equivalents which fall within the scope of
this invention. It should also be noted that there are many
alternative ways of implementing both the process and
apparatus of the present invention. It is therefore intended
that the following appended claims be interpreted as includ-
ing all such alterations, permutations, and equivalents as fall
within the true spirit and scope of the present invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A computer system with power management compris-
ing:

a central processing unit, said central processing unit
having an active mode wherein it is responsive to
external events, and a standby mode wherein power is
maintained to said central processing unit and said
central processing unit is in a low power state and is not
responsive to said external events, said central process-
ing unit operative such that whenever said central
processing unit has completed a series of basic house-
keeping functions and a next operation to be performed
by said central processing unit is a no operation idle
step, said central processing unit sets a condition indi-
cating that said central processing unit is currently not
required; and

a power management circuit coupled to said central
processing unit, said power management circuit being
operative to monitor for said external events when said
central processing unit is in said standby mode, and to
cause said central processing unit to enter said active
mode upon the detection of an external event, said
power management circuit being operative to force said
central processing unit into said standby mode in
response to the condition indicating that said central
processing unit is currently not required.

2. A computer system as recited in claim 1 wherein said
central processing unit has a standby input. and wherein said
power management circuit has a standby output coupled to
said standby input, said power management circuit being
operative to enable said standby input to force said central
processing unit into said standby mode, and to disable said
standby input to force said central processing unit into said
enabled mode.

3. A computer system as recited in claim 2 wherein said
power management circuit is provided with a standby
register, said standby register controlling said standby output
and being coupled to said central processing unit by a bus,
and wherein said central processing unit is operative to write
to said standby register via said bus to force itself into said
standby mode.

4. A computer system as recited in claim 1 wherein said
central processing unit has an internal clock.

5. A computer system as recited in claim 4 wherein during
said standby mode said internal clock is stopped.

6. A computer system as recited in claim 4 wherein during
said standby mode said internal clock operates at a fre-
quency slower than a normal operating frequency.

7. A computer system as recited in claim 4 wherein during
said standby mode said internal clock operates at a normal
operating frequency.

8. A computer system as recited in claim 1 wherein said
external event includes an interrupt.

9. A computer system as recited in claim 1 wherein said
external event includes a direct memory access request.

10. A computer system as recited in claim 1. wherein
during said active mode said central processing unit peri-
odically executes said series of basic housekeeping func-
tions.

11. A method for managing power consumed by a com-
puter system comprising the steps of:

forcing a central processing unit of a computer system to
enter a low-power standby mode when said central
processing unit has completed a series of basic house-
keeping functions and a next operation to be performed
by said central processing unit is a no operation idle
step;
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monitoring said computer system for external events to
which said central processing unit should respond; and

reactivating said central processing unit to an active mode
where said central processing unit is capable of
responding to said external events.

12. A method as recited in claim 11 wherein said step of
forcing a central processing unit of a computer system
comprises the steps of:

said central processing unit writing a standby command to

a standby register of a power management circuit
which functions independently of said central process-
ing unit; and

said power management circuit enabling a standby input

of said central processing unit.

13. A method as recited in claim 12 wherein said step of
monitoring said computer system comprises the steps of:

said power management circuit detecting at least one of
an interrupt and a direct memory access request; and

writing an activate command to said standby register upon
said detection.

14. A method as recited in claim 13 wherein said step of
reactivating said central processing unit to a full-power
mode comprises the step of said power management circuit
disabling said standby input of said central processing unit.

15. A method as recited in claim 11 wherein said central
processing unit includes an internal clock and said step of
forcing a central processing unit of a computer system to
enter a low-power standby mode includes stopping said
internal clock.

16. A method as recited in claim 11 wherein said central
processing unit includes an internal clock and said step of
forcing a central processing unit of a computer system to
enter a low-power standby mode includes the substep of
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inhibiting internal state transitions within said central pro-
cessing unit while said internal clock is maintained at a
normal operating frequency.

17. Amethod as recited in claim 11 further including the
step of periodically executing said series of basic house-
keeping functions when said central processing unit is in
said active mode.

18. A method for managing power consumed by a com-
puter system having a central processing unit, a power
management device, and a peripheral device, wherein said
power management device controls power to said peripheral
device, the method comprising the steps of:

implementing a process on said computer system. said
process having an executable instruction set for trans-
ferring data to said peripheral device; and

patching said process to modify a functionality of said

process such that the execution of said executable
instruction set for writing data to said peripheral device
includes instructing said power management device to
enable power to said peripheral device prior to trans-
ferring data to said peripheral device, transferring data
to said peripheral device once said peripheral device
has power, and then instructing said power manage-
ment circuit to disable power to said peripheral device
after the data transfer is complete.

19. A method for managing power consumed by a com-
puter system as recited in claim 18, wherein said process is
a device driver comresponding to said peripheral device.

20. A method for managing power consumed by a com-
puter system as recited in claim 18, wherein said process is
an operating system,



