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1
NETWORK MESSAGE REDIRECTION

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to electronic com-
munications.

Networks provide communication sessions between cli-
ents and servers where, generally speaking, clients request
information provided by servers. Some networks provide a
high degree of security, so that messages passing between
clients and servers are protected from unauthorized
interception, reading, or tampering. Other networks, particu-
larly more public networks such as the Internet, do not
themselves necessarily protect from unauthorized reception
of messages. Communications sessions and messages can be
encoded to lend a degree of protection.

As accessibility to the Internet from remote locations
continues to become more widely available and convenient,
utilizing the Internet to perform tasks such as remotely
accessing electronic mail and databases becomes increas-
ingly desirable. Some methods have been developed to
allow a remote user to establish secure communications
sessions. For example, a variety of encryption methods have
been developed at several network levels, such as at the
transport protocol level (with, e.g., HTTPS) and the appli-
cation level (with, e.g., encryption of transported files).

Servers on public networks are also vulnerable to discov-
ery by unauthorized users, who can attempt to gain access to
such servers to obtain otherwise confidential information.
Fire walls have been developed which help protect against
unwanted intruders. Users, after logging onto a public
network server, can be identified by any of a number of
schemes (e.g., passwords), and then be transferred to other
servers to access more sensitive information.

SUMMARY

In general, in one aspect, the invention features a method
for redirecting communication on a network between a
client and a network resource, including executing a soft-
ware program, the software program configured to listen to
at least one communications port of the client during the
communication session, the software program redirecting a
message received on the communications port to the net-
work resource.

Embodiments of the invention may include one or more
of the following features. The software program can be
downloaded to the client during a communication session.
The software program can be downloaded from an HTTP-
protocol server. An HTTP-protocol browser can be config-
ured to connect to the HTTP-protocol server to download
the software program. The network can be the Internet. A
general purpose application running on the client can be
configured to send messages to the communications port,
and the general purpose application can generate the mes-
sage received on the communications port. The general
purpose application can connect to either the local host
address or the local IP address for the client, and the
communications port can be a port used by the general
purpose application. The network resource can be a IP
protocol-based network resource. The software program can
be hardware platform independent, and, before downloading
to the client, can be selectively configured with parameters
for redirecting the messages. The message can be manipu-
lated before redirecting the message to the network resource,
and manipulating the message can include encrypting,
compressing, logging, filtering, or vectoring the message.

In general, in another aspect, the invention features a
method for redirecting communication on the Internet
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2

between a client and a network resource, including config-
uring an HTTP-protocol browser on the client to connect to
an HTTP-protocol server to download a software program,
the software program being hardware platform independent,
downloading the software program to the client during a
communication session, configuring a general purpose
application running on the client to connect to either the
local host address or the local IP address for the client and
to send a message destined for the network resource instead
to a communications port of the client, the communications
port comprising either the local host port or the local IP
address for the client, and executing the software program,
the software program configured to listen to at least one
communications port of the client during the communication
session, the software program redirecting the message
received on the communications port to the network
resource.

In general, in another aspect, the invention features a
storage device tangibly storing a control program, the con-
trol program, when coupled to a control device, operating
the control device to redirect communication on a network
between a client and a network resource, the control pro-
gram being configured to operate the control device to
perform the functions of providing a software program
configured to listen to at least one communications port of
the client during the communication session, the software
program redirecting a message received on the communi-
cations port to the network resource.

In general, in another aspect, the invention features a
storage device tangibly storing a control program, the con-
trol program, when coupled to a control device, operating
the control device to redirect communication on the Internet
between a client and a network resource, the control pro-
gram being configured to operate the control device to
perform the functions of downloading a software program
from an HTTP-protocol server to an HTTP-protocol browser
on the client, the software program being hardware platform
independent, the software program, when downloaded and
executing on the client, being configured to listen to at least
one communications port of the client during the commu-
nication session, and the software program redirecting a
message received on the communications port to the net-
work resource, the message being destined for the network
resource but sent to the communications port by a general
purpose application running on the client, the general pur-
pose application being connected to either the local host
address or the local IP address for the client.

Advantages of the invention may include one or more of
the following. Network messages can be redirected from a
local port or address to a destination network resource across
a network in a manner completely transparent to the user. A
message redirection application can be written in a platform-
independent language such as Java® or ActiveX®, being
executable upon downloading to redirect message traffic
without compiling separate executable files for different
client hardware platforms, and without requiring the client
system to reboot, as is typically required to install new
transport software code within operating system kernels.
Redirected messages can be transparently manipulated, for
example, through compression and encryption, without user
intervention or even knowledge. The same message redirec-
tion application can redirect and manipulate messages for
many different general purpose applications and many dif-
ferent client hardware platforms and operating systems. The
message redirection application can be completely config-
ured by the network server (for example, an HTTP web
server) that provides the application for downloading to
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clients, requiring no user configuration. The message redi-
rection application can work at the transport layer rather
than the network layer, enormously simplifying message
redirection. Also, the message redirection application can
readily handle message redirection for clients which have
dynamic public and/or private IP addresses, in which case,
the message redirection application can be dynamically
configured to redirect messages to the dynamic address.

These and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent from the following
description, drawings, and claims.

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a network providing a
downloadable message redirection application.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart for a message redirection session
between a client and a destination network resource.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a machine-readable device
encoded with software for generating a message redirection
application.

DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, client 10 connects to HTTP server 12
and network resource 14 through network 16. Network 16
can be, e.g., the Internet, or another IP-protocol-mediated
network. Client 10 is typically a hardware computer having
an operating system and an Internet browser. Client 10
typically has one or more transport control protocol (TCP)
ports (e.g., ports A, B, and C, 26a through 26b), and an
Internet protocol address (e.g., client IP address 28). HTTP
server 12 provides one or more special web pages 18
accessible through network 16 by client 10. Network
resource 14 can be a server or other device coupled to the
network that provides functionality to client 10. Network
resource 14 and HTTP server 12 can be located on the same
machine, or on separate machines, possibly coupled through
a local network.

Client 10 accesses web page 18 using web browser 22.
Web page 18 provides a graphical pointer to message
redirection application 20 for downloading by HTTP server
12 across network 16 to client 10. For example, client 10
could desire a particular service indicated by web page 18,
and, by “clicking” on an icon representing that service,
instigate a downloading of message redirection application
20 to web browser 22.

Message redirection application 20 can be written, for
example, in a platform-independent programming language
such as Java® or ActiveX®. Once downloaded, message
redirection application 20 can immediately execute within
browser 22. Message redirection application 20 can be
configured to listen to one or more TCP or UDP (or
generally, IP) ports of client 10 for messages. For example,
message redirection application 20 can be configured to
listen to the local host address (IP address 127.0.0.1) and its
port of client 10. Or, message redirection application 20 can
be configured to listen to messages addressed to the client’s
local IP address 28 and to another corresponding port.
Message redirection application 20 can be configured to
listen to one or more of these ports or addresses before it is
downloaded from HTTP server 12 or after downloading, and
the configuration can be automatically executed by other
software instructions, or manually by a user of client 10, for
example.

Once message redirection application 20 has been con-
figured and is running, it listens for all messages on its
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4

designated port(s). A general purpose application 24 (for
example, a database program) can then be configured to
connect to a designated address and port, whether automati-
cally by message redirection application 20, by some other
program, or manually by the user of client 10. General
purpose application 24 will then act as if its communications
are solely with the designated address and port. Message
redirection application 20, by listening to the designated
port, redirects all message traffic, and transports it across
network 16 to network resource 14 (the redirected message
path is indicated by dotted lines 30). Messages destined back
from network resource 14, received by client 10, are in turn
rerouted back to general purpose application 24. For TCP
messages, such rerouting is straightforward. For UDP
datagrams, a table in memory is maintained by message
redirection application 20 to track the original source port
number being used by general application 24 for redirection,
and send the reply message packet to that port.

As one example of this method, an off-the-shelf e-mail
program (a general purpose application 24), which normally
accesses an e-mail server on a LAN coupled to client 10, can
instead communicate with a network resource 14 across the
Internet using message redirection application 20. A user of
the e-mail program (e.g., an employee traveling away from
the office) could access his or her firm’s web page 18 via
their browser 22, and download an e-mail message redirec-
tion application (applet) 20, which upon downloading
immediately executes in browser 22 as, e.g., a Java applet.
The e-mail program, instead of being configured to attach to
its e-mail server on the LAN, would instead be configured
to attach to, e.g., its own IP address, or Local Host. The
e-mail program could have an associated TCP port number
(e.g., 143), or the port number could be variable. Either way,
message redirection application 20 would be configured
(e.g., by the firm’s LAN administrator before downloading
to the user) to listen on that port number, and redirect all
message traffic between client 10 (of the traveling
employee) and network resource 14 (the e-mail server
located on the firm’s LAN). By having the e-mail program
connect to Local Host or its own IP address, message
redirection application is able to intercept these messages at
the appropriate corresponding port.

Any number of general applications 24 can be served in
this way, and connected to any number of network resources
14. Message redirection application 20 can listen to any
number of ports and addresses, for redirecting such message
traffic. Also, any number of message redirection applications
20 can be pending at once within browser 22.

Message redirection application 20, in addition to simply
and easily rerouting messages between general purpose
application 24 and network resource 14, also can provide
any number of message services during redirection, includ-
ing encryption and compression of messages, logging of
message traffic, filtering messages (that is, sending or receiv-
ing only certain messages that meet some filter criterion),
vectoring messages (that is, sending a single message to
multiple destinations), and real time message data analysis
and adaptation (useful in diagnosing and then altering net-
work traffic, for example). These message services can be
provided by downloaded platform independent message
redirection application 20 without appreciable configuration
by or input from a user of client 10, and without creating a
customized application for each hardware platform that will
connect to network resource 14. A corresponding proxy
application (not shown) located at the other end of the
redirection connection (e.g., at network resource 14), can
interact appropriately with these message services, for



5,941,954

5

example, by decrypting incoming messages and encrypting
return messages destined back to client 10.

Message redirection application 20 has selectable param-
eters that can be configured at HTTP server 12 before
downloading to client 10, and can begin running immedi-
ately with those set parameters. These parameters can
include what (if any) form of compression and encryption to
use and any options for such compression and encryption,
which port(s) to listen to, which network resource(s) to
redirect messages to, and vectoring options for message
delivery. Thus, message redirection application 20 can arrive
completely configured and execute immediately, to provide
a seamless and transparent connection between general
purpose application 24 and network resource 14 without
appreciable user input.

Referring to FIG. 2, message delivery method 40 begins
when client 10 uses browser 22 to connect to HTTP server
12 (step 42). HTTP server 12 then downloads message
redirection application 20 (for example, a Java applet) to
browser 22 (step 44). Message redirection application 20
executes (step 46), and can, if configured, ask client 10 or its
user if it is acceptable to listen to one or more selected ports
(step 48). If such listening is not acceptable, message
redirection application 20 can terminate (step 50). At this
time, or before, general purpose application 24 is configured
to connect to local host or the client’s IP address and to
transmit message traffic to and from the same selected
port(s) (step 52).

Message redirection application 20 begins to listen to the
selected port(s) (step 54), and, when general purpose appli-
cation 24 sends a message to the selected port(s) (step 56),
message redirection application 20 retrieves it (step 58),
selectively manipulates the message (step 60, ¢.g., by com-
pressing and encrypting the message), and redirects the
message from the selected port(s) to network resource 14
(step 62). Steps 54 through 62 are repeated for as long as the
communication session between general purpose application
24 and network resource 14 continues. At the end of the
communication session, or when browser 22 or general
purpose application 24 closes, message redirection applica-
tion 20 terminates (step 64), and message redirection ends
(step 66).

Referring to FIG. 3, computer program 110 (comprising
executable instructions) can be placed upon any machine-
readable device 100, such as a floppy disk, CD-ROM,
removable hard drive, or other memory device, and can then
be loaded into an HTTP server 12. Computer program 110
can include instructions which, when loaded into server 12
(or another network resource 14), provides the application
software needed to generate an appropriate message redi-
rection application 20 and web page 18, where the web page
18 allows clients to download message redirection applica-
tion 20.

Other embodiments are within the scope of the claims.
For example, other methods for obtaining the message
redirection application can be used, including storing it
locally at the client. The general purpose application can be
a part of web browser 22. Message redirection application
can be a separately running program, not requiring a running
browser or other virtual machine to execute. Message redi-
rection application does not need to be hardware indepen-
dent. Each client, server, or network resource can be a
computer or other machine having a network address. The
message redirection application can be configured in a
number of different ways to pass messages between a
general purpose application sending messages to a local port
or other local address of a client and a network resource.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for redirecting communication on a network
between a client and a network resource, comprising the
steps of:

executing a software program, the software program

configured to listen to at least one communications port
of the client during a communication session conform-
ing to a network protocol, the software program redi-
recting a message received on the communications port
to the network resource.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising downloading
the software program to the client during a communication
session.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the software program
is downloaded from an HTTP-protocol server.

4. The method of claim 3 further comprising configuring
an HTTP-protocol browser to connect to the HTTP-protocol
server to download the software program.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the network is the
Internet.

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising configuring
a general purpose application running on the client to send
messages to the communications port.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the general purpose
application generates the message received on the commu-
nications port.

8. The method of claim 6 wherein the general purpose
application connects to either the local host address or the
local IP address for the client, and the communications port
is a port used by the general purpose application.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the network resource is
an IP protocol-based server.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the software program
is hardware platform independent.

11. The method of claim 2 further comprising selectively
configuring the software program, before downloading to
the client, with parameters for redirecting the message.

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising manipu-
lating the message before redirecting the message to the
network resource.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein manipulating the
message comprises one of the following:

encrypting the message;

compressing the message;

logging the message;

filtering the message; and

vectoring the message.

14. A method for redirecting communication on the Inter-
net between a client and a network resource, comprising the
steps of:

configuring an HTTP-protocol browser on the client to

connect to an HTTP-protocol server to download a
software program, the software program being hard-
ware platform independent;

downloading the software program to the client during a

communication session;

configuring a general purpose application running on the

client to connect to either the local host address or the
local IP address for the client and to send a message
destined for the network resource instead to a commu-
nications port of the client; and

executing the software program, the software program

configured to listen to at least one communications port
of the client during a communication session, the
software program redirecting the message received on
the communications port to the network resource.



5,941,954

7

15. A storage device tangibly storing a control program,
the control program, when coupled to a control device,
operating the control device to redirect communication on a
network between a client and a network resource, the control
program being configured to operate the control device to
perform the functions of:

providing a software program configured to listen to at
least one communications port of the client during a
communication session conforming to a network
protocol, where the software program redirects a mes-
sage received on the communications port to the net-
work resource.

16. The storage device of claim 15 wherein the control
program further performs the function of downloading the
software program to the client during a communication
session.

17. The storage device of claim 16 wherein the software
program is downloaded from an HTTP-protocol server.

18. The storage device of claim 17 wherein an HTTP-
protocol browser is configured to connect to the HTTP-
protocol server to download the software program.

19. The storage device of claim 15 wherein the network
is the Internet.

20. The storage device of claim 15 wherein a general
purpose application running on the client is configured to
send messages to the communications port.

21. The storage device of claim 20 wherein the general
purpose application generates the message received on the
communications port.

22. The storage device of claim 20 wherein the general
purpose application connects to either the local host address
or the local IP address for the client, and the communications
port is a port used by the general purpose application.

23. The storage device of claim 15 wherein the network
resource is an IP protocol-based server.

24. The storage device of claim 15 wherein the software
program is hardware platform independent.
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25. The storage device of claim 15 wherein the software
program, before downloading to the client, is selectively
configured with parameters for redirecting the message.

26. The storage device of claim 15 wherein the software
program manipulates the message before redirecting the
message to the network resource.

27. The storage device of claim 26 wherein the manipu-
lation comprises one of the following:

encrypting the message;
compressing the message;
logging the message;
filtering the message; and

vectoring the message.

28. A storage device tangibly storing a control program,
the control program, when coupled to a control device,
operating the control device to redirect communication on
the Internet between a client and a network resource, the
control program being configured to operate the control
device to perform the functions of:

downloading a software program from an HTTP-protocol
server to an HTTP-protocol browser on the client, the
software program being hardware platform
independent, the software program, when downloaded
and executing on the client, being configured to listen
to at least one communications port of the client during
a communication session conforming to the HTTP-
protocol, and the software program redirecting a mes-
sage received on the communications port to the net-
work resource, the message being destined for the
network resource but sent to the communications port
by a general purpose application running on the client,
the general purpose application being connected to
either the local host address or the local IP address for
the client.



