


What is the I3C?

An open initiative based on XML, 
Java & other standards developed 
by the community for the 
community



The Approach

Facilitate & enable timely 
interaction across the entire life 
science community using XML & 
use-case models in an open, 
consistent manner for the 
exchange of life science data and 
information



Brief History

In Nov’00, Sun hosted its First Annual 
Informatics Advisory Council Summit – 
the #1 unanimous request from all 
sectors of the community was for an 
open platform & the #2 request was for 
control over ‘the proliferation of 
standards’

At the same time, BIO & its Board of 
Directors were working to address the 
biggest challenge facing their members 
– data interoperability



More History…

And, in parallel, the community was 
urging NCI and its affiliates to take a 
leadership role in developing and/or 
facilitating an open platform initiative
Individually, many commercial vendors 
(Blackstone, INCOGEN, LabBook, 
TimeLogic, Turbogenomics & others) 
were developing software to address 
this issue and were instrumental in the 
launch & evolution of the i3c



Key Points

Since its inception in jan’01, the i3c has 
evolved into a formal organization driven 
collaboratively by multiple groups
We recognize that this initiative needs to be 
global & extend to academia & industry 
despite competition
We support the idea of a neutral research 
host of the infrastructure
ConsensuS-driven: ultimately leading to 
wide-spread adoption of particular 
approaches/formats which will then emerge 
as de-facto “standards”



I3C Participants (75+)

Accelrys, accenture, ActiveCyte, Affymetrix, Agenea, Allegro Bioscience, 
AP Biotech, Apple, Argonne National Labs, Argosy, Automated Cell, Avaki, 
Aventis, Aventium, Beijing Genomics Institute, Beyond Genomics, Bio-
ontologies & Bio-pathways, Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO), 
Blackstone Technology Group , Caprion Pharmaceuticals, Celestar Lexico-
Sciences, Inc. Japan, CGI, Compaq, Discovery Logic, DNA Landmarks/BASF, 
DoubleTwist, EBI, Functional Genetics, GE, Gene Bio, Gene Data, Gene Logic, 
Generatio, GeneticXchange, Genomica, Genomix, HeliXense, Hybrigenics, 
IBM, Illumitek, Incellico, INCOGEN, Incyte, Ingenuity, Jarg Corporation, 
Jouann Robotics, LabBook , LabVelocity, LION Bioscience AG, Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, Matrix Science, MDL, Micromass, Millennium 
Pharmaceuticals, MIT/Whitehead Institute, Center for Functional 
Genomics, Molecular Mining Corporation, National Cancer Institute (NCI), 
National Institute Standards & Technology (NIST), Non-Linear Dynamics, 
NuGenesis, Open-bio, Oracle, Orchid  Bioscience, PharmQuest, Physiome 
Sciences, San Diego Supercomputing Center, SAS, Silicon Genetics, SRA 
International, Sun, Surromed, Sybase, TimeLogic, TurboGenomics, United 
States Patent & Trademark Office, University of Manchester, Virginia 
Bioinformatics Institute, Zerosum



The Mantra…

Collaborate on the Standard, 
compete on the Implementation



Board Members

Exec Dir. (search underway) 
Chair (Tim Clark, Millennium 
Pharma.)
Vice-Chair (Jill Mesirov, Whitehead 
Inst.)
Treasurer (Morrie Ruffin, BIO)
Secretary (Sia Zadeh, Sun)
Jeff Augen (IBM)



General Organization

Board (appointed to formalize the 
I3C and to define guidelines for 
operation)
Science & IT Board pending
Elections pending
Membership Dues required
Documentation shared with & 
developed by members first then 
released to the public



Workgroups & Co-chairs

TechArch (B.Gilman - whitehead & 
K.Miller - incogen)
Roadmap (E.Neumann - beyond 
genomics & T.Clark- Millennium)
Proteomics & Pathways 
(V.Schachter - hybrigenics)
Considered: 1) gene expression; 2) 
metabolomics; 3) clinical



Liaisons

OMG-LSR (Object Management 
Group, Life Science Research)
CDISC (Clinical Data Integration 
Standards Consortium)
Open-Bio Org. (open source 
movement)
Others TBA



Next Steps

Announcement (march 12)
Membership campaign
?



Contacts

www.i3c.org



In Appreciation…

All of the orgs who dedicated personnel 
to advancing the i3c (esp. INCOGEN, 
LabBook, TurboGenomics, Incellico, 
among others)
All of the co-chairs (eric neumann, brian 
gilman, krista miller, tim clark, vincent 
schachter, etc)
Chris Dagdigian (Open-bio.org) hosting 
website & newsgroups in conjunction 
with genetics institute
Michael Niemi (IBM) maintaining the 
website


