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Fault Tolerant SAN 
Switch with SANbox® 
9200 FT Feature

What is it:

For customers that want high availability with 

5-nines (99.999%) of “up time”, an optional Fault 

Tolerant (FT), transparent CPU failover feature is 

available for the SANbox 9200 Stackable Chassis 

Director Switch.  This dual CPU chassis configura-

tion provides for a “Hot Standby”, secondary CPU 

that is ready to take over control in the event of a 

switchover or failover condition.

The Fault Tolerant (FT) capability is a licensed 

feature of the SANbox 9200 and is setup to failover 

when any of the following four conditions are 

reached:

• �The primary CPU detects local application and 

hardware failures

• �The secondary CPU detects loss of heartbeat 

from the primary CPU

• �The primary CPU blade has been unlatched 

and/or removed

• �An administrative switchover command is 

issued

How does it work:

When a failure of a CPU is detected and trans-

parent failover is initiated:

• �The switch will maintain all active FC connec-

tions in accordance with FC standards  

• �The IP Address will automatically transfer to 

the other CPU

• �The switch will experience a 50% reduction 

in bandwidth due to the loss of the cross-con-

nected paths  

• �The transition will be graceful such that 

traffic on the lost paths will be automatically 

redirected 

At this point the CPU blade can be removed, 

replaced and reinserted since it is a Customer 

Replaceable Unit (CRU).  Once the switch 

detects the new, functioning CPU, the switch 

will regain performance, without administra-

tive intervention.

The user benefit:

With the Fault Tolerant feature of the SANbox 9200 

your SAN switch can lose a CPU and still continue 

to service requests for data on the SAN.  No FC con-

nections are dropped; only a temporary reduction in 

bandwidth is experienced until the faulty CPU blade 

is replaced.


